
South Hills High School
10th Grade Parent and 

Student Meeting



2

South Hills Counseling Team

Danielle Alexander

Student Last Names A-F

Alexis Mele

Student Last Names G-O

Shawna Hansen

Student Last Names P-Z

Julie Starrett

Student Support Specialist 
& DHH



Requirements
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A-G Classes at South Hills
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A-G Classes at South Hills
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AP Exam Registration 2019
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Scheduling Process

• Last week the counselors met with 10th grade students
to deliver class selection information.

• Counselors went over transcripts and gave class
options.

• Starting this week, the counselors will meet individually
with each student to review their course selections and
transcripts.

• At this time, the counselors will suggest summer school
classes based on the student’s grades at that time.

7



11th Grade Classes

• All students are required to take at least six classes.
• Students should continue to take a strong academic schedule 

that includes English, US History, Math, Science, and a language 
other than English courses.

• We expect students to work toward completing the A-G 
requirements, and may require them to take a credit recovery 
class.

• We expect students to choose classes that they will commit to for 
the entire academic school year.
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Summer School

Summer school registration will 
take place online when the 
student meets with his or her 
counselor later this month.

After that, the information will 
be available on the school 
website.
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Choosing Classes:
AP and IB Options
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Expectations

● AP and IB courses demand more than regular college prep courses.
● Classes tend to be fast-paced and cover more material than 

typical high school classes.
● Classes require more time, inside and outside of the classroom, and 

more time required to complete lessons, readings, assignments, 
and homework. 

● AP and IB classes on average have one hour of homework a night 
per class.

● Discussions in IB classes are required and thought-provoking.
● If committing to the Full Diploma IB program, there are other 

requirements including TOK, Extended Essay, and CAS (Creativity, 
Activity & Service.)
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What is AP?

● AP = Advanced Placement

● AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school.

● All AP courses are one year courses and are taken 
individually.

● Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, 
measuring their mastery of college-level work.

● A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can typically earn 
students college credit and/or placement into advanced 
courses in college.
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What is IB?

● IB = International Baccalaureate
● Two year courses in grade 11 and 12

○ HL courses 2 years
○ SL courses 1 year

● Students can take the IB Full Diploma Program (6 courses plus 
T.O.K.) Associates Program (4 courses plus T.O.K.) or individual 
courses.

● IB focuses on each student as a whole person.
● The aim of IB is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and 

caring young people with adaptable skills to tackle society’s 
complex challenges and who will help to make a better, more 
peaceful world.13



International Baccalaureate /AP
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IB AP
● Comprehensive program of study 
● 1-year and 2-year courses
● Quality of curriculum

               -student-centered &     
                 inquiry-based
               -breadth & depth of 
                 knowledge
               -critical thinking essential
● A ‘photo album’: Multiple assessments: 

external, internal, essays, orals, projects, 
labs, etc.

● Individual coursework, no unifying core
● 1-year courses
● Quality of curriculum

               -content-centered
               -breadth of knowledge
               -critical thinking important
● A ‘snapshot’: One exam



Both Programs...
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● Are valued by college and university admissions

● Offer college credit and/or allows students to skip entry level college 

coursework depending on college policies

● Give students the opportunity to be better prepared and therefore more 

successful at the university level

● Provide a rigorous academic profile

Most students choose between AP and IB dependent on their 
learning style and what type of learning they benefit from.



IB/AP College Recognition Myths
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“AP is better than IB.”
“Colleges do not accept IB credit”

“I’ve heard IB is only accepted in Europe and AP is accepted in the US.”

● Many admission reps say they honor both programs, since both offer 
rigorous college-level course-work 

● Credits granting policies differ from college-to-college 
● Be sure to check with specific colleges regarding their AP/IB credit 

acceptance.

Both programs offer college credit but every college accepts 
a certain number/type of credit (AP or IB).



Each college and university has its own policies 
regarding AP/IB credit and placement. 
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The College Board offers information 
about AP credit at thousands of college 

and universities at 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.
● Search by school name or

alphabetically
● Data for each school includes a

direct link to that school’s Web page
detailing AP credit and placement
policies

● A statement from the college or
university about its AP policy

Higher education institutions around the 
world admit students based on their IB 
credentials, and many have specific 
admission policies and guidelines for IB 
students
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission
/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-count

ries-and-universities/

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies?excmpid=VT-00018
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/


AP Exams
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AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

• Exams are typically 3–4 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving,
document-based questions, and oral response

For AP Exams, 
students receive 
scores ranging 

from 5 to 1, with 5 
being highest. 



IB Exams
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In the IB Full Diploma, students receive grades ranging from 7 to 1, with 7 being 
highest. Students receive a score for each DP course attempted.

IB Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

External Assessments are typically 3–4 
hours (varies) and include:

• Essays
• Structured problems
• Short/data/text-response 

questions
• Case studies
• Multiple choice- though these are 

rarely used

Internal assessments are also used in IB 
courses and go towards your final scores

This includes:

● oral work in languages
● fieldwork in geography
● laboratory work in the sciences
● investigations in mathematics



Preparing for College
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College Planning Worksheet
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Students should 
complete this 
worksheet and bring 
it with them to their 
counseling meeting. 



Preparing for College

High school grades and classes matter!
1) Start building your college list

→ Students and parents might have different priorities. Discuss those priorities 
before beginning your college search.

2) Things to consider when searching for colleges:
✓ Size/Location/Housing available
✓ Majors Offered
✓ Admission requirements
✓ Cost/Financial Aid available
✓ Campus Life/ Sports/ Activities
✓ Research/ Internship opportunities available
✓ Average amount of time it takes to graduate
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Reach, Target, and Safety Schools

Reach

➔ Dream school
➔ One that you

shouldn’t expect to
be admitted to - a
REACH to get in

➔ GPA/SAT are below
average range for
acceptance

Safety

➔ Certain that you
will be accepted

➔ GPA/SAT are
above
range for
acceptance

➔ Financially safe

➔ On Target for
acceptance

➔ GPA/SAT are
within average
range for
acceptance

Target
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Consider Your College Options

•California State Universities (CSU)
•University of California schools (UC)
•Private Colleges and Universities
•Out of State Colleges and Universities
•Community Colleges
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Public Universities in California
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California State University

• Public, 4-year

• Apply Oct. 1- Nov. 30

• 23 campuses

• 2.0 minimum GPA

• SAT or ACT scores required

• No personal statements

• Approximate cost: $23,000 per year

University of California

• Public, 4-year

• Apply Nov. 1-30

• 9 campuses

• 3.0 minimum GPA

• SAT or ACT scores required

• 4 personal insight questions

• Approximate cost: $34,000 per year
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Other College Options

California Community 
Colleges

• Public, certificate or 2-year transfer
programs

• Application deadlines vary

• Over 100 colleges in CA

• No minimum GPA

• No SAT or ACT scores required

• Approximate Cost: $17,000 per year

• Tuition is about $1,100/yr

Private and Out of State 
Colleges and Universities

• Public or Private, 4-year

• Application deadlines vary

• Admission requirements vary

• May require SAT or ACT

• Do your research!

• Approximate cost: $30,000 - 60,000/yr



Gather College Information

NACAC College Fair
Tuesday, April 16th

6-8pm

Ontario Convention Center

Register and print barcode at 
www.gotomyncf.com
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https://www.gotomyncf.com/Registration/EventSelectForState?stateName=All


Using Naviance
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Using Naviance

● College Search
● Career Profiles
● Resume Builder
● Scholarship 

Information

student.naviance.com/southhills

Username = 123….
Password = naviance

https://student.naviance.com/demo-user/12006USPU
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Using Naviance

•Students can explore career information by clicking on 
the “careers” tab on the top of the screen
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Using Naviance

Students can explore colleges by clicking on the “colleges” tab.  Several 
search options are available, including “SuperMatch college search”
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Using Naviance

Using SuperMatch college search allows students to 
filter their priorities during their college search



10th Grade Matters!
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GPA

➔ 10th and 11th grade grades are used to determine eligibility for 
UC and CSU admissions

➔ 11th grade is the LAST semester that will count towards your 
GPA for college applications and Cal Grants

➔ Continue to keep GPA high for college applications and 
financial aid

➔ Cal Grants are determined by 
1. Financial Need
2. GPA

◆ 3.0 or higher for 4-year University
◆ 2.0 or higher for Community College
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PSAT Information

● All 10th grade students took the PSAT in 
October 2018 and received their results in 
December.

● The will all be taking the PSAT again in October 
2019.

● Students should review missed questions to 
review for the next PSAT.
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PSAT Results / Khan Academy

● Review your PSAT results 
to study for the SAT

● Sign in or create a College 
Board account to see your 
results

● Link your College Board 
account to Khan 
Academy for FREE, 
personalized SAT prep
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Preparing for the SAT

We recommend that students take the SAT in the 
spring of 11th grade and the fall of 12th grade.
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Have you Completed a Lunch Application?

Students who qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch may be eligible for 
test and application fee waivers throughout the year.

https://c-vusd.rocketscanapps.com/default.aspx



39



40

Contact Us
www.southhillshigh.com

Main Office: (626) 974-6200
Counseling Office: (626) 974-6208

ASB Office: (626) 974-6210
Attendance Office: (626) 974-6220

Follow us on twitter
@shhscounseling_

@southhillsasb

Follow us on Instagram
@southhillscounseling

@southhillsasb


